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FACTS AND FIGURES 
Mandate 
The IDBG pursues the overarching objectives of reducing 
poverty and social inequality and achieving sustainable 
growth of Latin America and the Caribbean alongside with 
addressing the special needs of the less developed and 
smaller countries and fostering development through the 
private sector, addressing climate change, renewable energy 
and environmental sustainability and promoting regional 
cooperation and integration. 
 

Type of organisation 

International financial institution/multilateral development 
bank 

 
Institution 
• Head of organisation: Luis Alberto Moreno (Colombia) 
• Headquarters: Washington D.C. 
• Number of country offices: 26 
• Number of staff: around 2,000 
• Established in: 1959 
• Governing bodies: Board of Governors for strategic 
questions with 48 members: Switzerland holds one seat. 
Board of Executive Directors for daily supervision with 14 
directors: Switzerland is part of a constituency together with 
Belgium, China, Germany, Israel, Italy and the Netherlands. 
 

Switzerland 
• Financial contribution 

• Inter-American Development Bank Capital: USD 28.4 mio 
paid in capital. Switzerland holds 0.47% of the IDB’s 
capital 

• Fund for Special Operations: USD 67.5 mio. Of which 36,5 
mio.transferred to IDB’s balance sheet as quasi equity end 
of 2016.  

• Inter-American Investment Corporation Capital: USD 
30.5 mio. Switzerland holds 1.28% of the IIC’s capital 

• Multilateral Investment Facility: USD 7.3 mio. 
Switzerland contributes 0.9% of MIF’s funds. 

 Number of Swiss staff (2017): 7 
• Mandates to Swiss firms (2016): CHF 0.61 million  
 
Website: www.iadb.org 
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IDBG 
Mandate 
The IDBG is the largest multilateral source of financing for 
sustainable development projects in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (LAC).  
The IDBG is composed of: 
• Interamerican Development Bank 

Financial and technical support for countries working to 
reduce poverty and inequality 

• Inter-American Investment Corporation (IIC) 
Private sector development with a focus on small and 
medium enterprises 

• Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF) 
Technical support, guarantees and credits to micro and 
small enterprises 

The IDB Group’s financial instruments include loans for public and 
private sector investment projects, policy reforms, and managing 
financial crisis. The Bank also provides partial credit guarantees 
as well as grants for technical cooperation and recovery from 
natural disasters.  
 

Priorities  
The Bank´s current focus areas include three development 
challenges: 
- Social inclusion and inequality,  
- Productivity and innovation,  
- Economic integration  

and three cross-cutting issues  
- gender equality and diversity,  
- climate change and environmental sustainability; 
- institutional capacity and the rule of law 
 

Results   
Thanks to substantial investments in concrete projects and 
the Bank's continued political dialogue with the borrowing 
countries, the IDB can report considerable achievements in 
addressing the region’s challenges: 
 
Social inclusion and Equality 
LAC continues to have high rates of poverty and inequality. 
The sustained growth allowed many countries to emerge 
from poverty but has not necessarily translated into more 
inclusion.  
IDBG support for social inclusion and equality in the region 
includes projects that seek to improve access to health and 
education, build human capital, promote financial inclusion, 
and address deficits in basic infrastructure. More than 400 
projects in all 26 borrowing member countries had results 
related to social inclusion and equality in 2016. 
For example, in 2016, IDBG contributed to assisting more than 
3.5 million beneficiaries of targeted anti-poverty programs. 
The Bank is also testing innovative delivery mechanisms for 
social policy like social impact bonds. IIC finances 
agribusinesses to address inclusive growth and rural poverty. 
Improved access to basic services such as health, education, 
and basic utilities is a way to take into consideration the 
multidimensionality of poverty. Poor and vulnerable 
populations get access to financial services leading to more 
than 80,000 jobs created by firms supported by IDBG in 2016.  
 
Productivity and Innovation 
Latin American and Caribbean countries have low levels of 
productivity and innovation. The boom in commodity prices 
in recent years masked the region’s low productivity problem.  

IDBG continues to work with its borrowing member countries 
to find solutions to promote productivity and innovation. 
More than 400 projects in all 26 borrowing member countries 
had results related to productivity and innovation in 2016. 
IDBG supports efforts to improve the innovation ecosystem in 
countries of the region to facilitate technology creation and 
transfer and make invention the driver of growth. In terms of 
developing human capital, in 2016, more than 320,000 
individuals across the region benefited from on-the-job 
training programs. IDBG supports infrastructure services in 
urban centers and rural communities leading to higher 
productivity, earnings and a better food supply. IDBG also 
supports digital infrastructure to reduce the digital divide and 
bring connectivity to isolated areas and the long-term 
sustainability of contractual frameworks for the renewable 
energy sector. IDBG boosted its technical assistance and 
support to mechanisms mobilizing public and private sector 
resources for infrastructure financing to multiply the impact 
of each dollar lent. 
 
Economic Integration 
While the progress of regional integration has been slow, 
time has come for the region to relaunch regional integration. 
It is expected to deliver more growth opportunities for firms 
and better choices for consumers. 
IDBG supports the convergence of integration policies, the 
insertion of regional firms into global value chains, regional 
infrastructure, and regional public goods. More than 300 
projects in all 26 borrowing member countries contributed to 
economic integration in 2016. The IDBG is working to lower 
the trade costs affecting private sector business across 
borders, is actively streamlines cumbersome customs 
procedures, and upgrades export and foreign investment 
promotion agencies. The Trade Finance Facilitation Program 
(TFFP) now provides trade finance to banks, increasing the 
financing available for the region’s importing and exporting 
companies. As of December 2016 1,575 individual trade 
transactions were supported. Transport and port 
infrastructure was built to boost the region’s external 
competitiveness. Based on a cooperation agreement with 
Caribbean institutions, the transformation of the energy 
sector in the Caribbean was promoted.  
 
Gender Equality and Diversity 
Women, indigenous peoples, and Afro-descendants in the 
region often face social exclusion, discrimination, and 
violence and poverty is concentrated among these groups.  
IDBG projects support gender equality and women’s 
empowerment in diverse technical areas and preventing 
unintended negative consequences in its operations. More 
than 150 projects in 20 countries had results related to 
gender equality and diversity in 2016 resulting into nearly 
300,000 women beneficiaries of economic empowerment 
initiatives aimed at increasing formal employment of women 
including support to women entrepreneurs. Improving 
economic opportunities through entrepreneurship is also a 
key strategy for diverse populations in Latin America.  
 
Climate Change and Environmental Sustainability 
The region’s socioeconomic development depends heavily on 
their rich natural resources, the vulnerability to the harmful 
effects of climate change is high and the sustainable use of 
natural capital should increase. 
30 percent of IDBG financing will be climate-related by 2020. 
Specific projects in areas ranging from renewable energy and 
energy efficiency to transport, waste and wastewater, and 
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agriculture, forestry, and land use contribute to climate 
change mitigation. More than 60 projects in 22 countries had 
results related to climate change and environmental 
sustainability in 2016. 100 percent of IDBG installed power 
generation in 2016 was for renewable energy and it 
prevented the release of the equivalent of 4.5 million metric 
tons of CO2 per year. The IDBG improved the sustainable use 
of the region’s natural resources—including terrestrial and 
marine areas by more than 770,000 beneficiaries. IDBG 
leverages public and private sector expertise for climate 
finance and technical assistance.  
 
Institutional Capacity and the Rule of Law 
In recent years the region has seen some progress on 
government effectiveness and the rule of law. Spending on 
public goods is low and lacks efficiency and effectiveness; 
resource mobilization is inequitable and inefficient. Trust in 
government is as low as it has ever been; high crime rates and 
drug related violence plague several countries; and 
productivity and innovation continue to fall behind 
benchmark countries. 
The IDBG supports governments to improve the delivery of 
public services, facilitate a healthy economy and business 
environment, and strengthen the capacity to tackle 
corruption and fraud. Nearly 30 projects in 11 countries had 
results related to institutional capacity and the rule of law in 
2016. In 2016, the IDBG supported 84 government agencies 
to strengthen technological and managerial tools for 
improved public service delivery. Strengthening fiscal 
institutions is a particularly important challenge in the current 
tighter fiscal context. The IDBG supports the overall 
organization of the public sector, introducing principles of 
managing for results and improving transparency. Countries 
receive support to foster citizen security, a major challenge 
for the most violent region in the world. Borrowing member 
countries receive support to restore confidence in the public 
sector by satisfying citizen demand for quality public goods 
and services.  
 

SWITZERLAND  
The IDB is a key partner for Switzerland in its efforts to reduce 
poverty and foster environment-friendly, sustainable growth 
in Latin America and the Caribbean.  
Switzerland exerts influence on the decisions and activities of 
the IDB through different channels:  
• As a member of the Board of Governors and with a 

permanent representative on the Board of Executive 
Directors of both IDB and IIC  

• Through direct contacts with IDB senior management  
• Cooperation in the field and within specific sectors, where 

Switzerland and the IDB share their experience and know-
how with each other, for example in the area of water 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Case example 

Aquafund 

The Aquafund is the most important instrument of the IDB 

for facilitating investments that increase sustainable access 

to water and sanitation infrastructure and services. It helps 

IDB client countries to address new challenges presented by 

climate change, the rapid degradation of freshwater 

ecosystems and increasing water insecurity. SDC and SECO 

are the largest donors to IDB's Aquafund with a 

contribution of USD 18.27 million. 

Switzerland’s contribution was useful for IDB and national 

governments to respond to the needs of the Latin America 

and Caribbean in region in water supply and sanitation by 

reaching more than 1.8 million households and by 

influencing the IDB’s water and sanitation strategy.  

Investments supported by Aquafund improved access to 

new or improved water supplies, sanitation, wastewater 

treatment and sanitary landfills. The professional exchange 

has enhanced the quality of the water and sanitation 

operations and has led to specific project cooperation in the 

Swiss priority countries in the region. Based on SECO's and 

the SDC's operational experience, IDB introduced new 

indicators on gender equality and on the sustainability of its 

work in the water sector. Switzerland’s inputs have 

contributed to establishing the Aquafund as a standard 

within the bank for monitoring, reporting and governance.  

 

 
School Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene Education (SWASH+) Program 
provides schools in Guatemala, Nicaragua and El Salvador with better 
conditions (© IDB) 
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Results of Swiss cooperation with the IDBG  
Enhancing the IDB efforts in poverty reduction, gender equity 
and conflict sensitive program management  
Swiss position emphasized the pro-poor and inequality 
dimension as well as the focus on fragility and gender issues 
in all its statements and actions. Switzerland’s key messages 
were taken up by the management in the strategic 
documents and programs: The Bank is putting efforts in 
sustainable social and economic development and therefore 
reducing poverty and inequalities. Switzerland also 
strengthened gender mainstreaming and introduced conflict 
sensitive program management in fragile contexts (Haiti/ 
Honduras).  
 
Promote the measurement of projects and stronger learning 
on results  
Switzerland strengthened the results-oriented approach of 
the IDB and improved the measurement and supervision of 
project effectiveness. This happened especially through the 
partnership with the Office of Evaluation and Oversight (OVE).  
 
Improving Water supply and Sanitation  
Switzerland’s substantial financial and technical contribution 
to the AquaFund resulted in a relevant instrument for IDB and 
national governments to respond to the needs of the Latin 
America and Caribbean region in water supply and sanitation, 
by reaching more than 1.8 million households and by 
influencing the IDB’s water and sanitation strategy.  
 
Maintain IDB’s long-term financial sustainability  
Swiss interventions helped to keep the issue of underfunded 
pensions on the agenda and to find realizable solutions (from 
defined benefit to defined contribution pension plans). 
Switzerland continued advocating for stronger risk 
management solutions and for a balanced financial strategy.  

 
Switzerland’s medium-term objectives  
Based on the assessment of the IDB challenges, in 2017-20 
Switzerland will continue its efforts to further make the bank 
a more results-oriented and effective institution. In particular 
Switzerland supports the achievement of the following IDBG 
objectives:  
• Strengthen quality and sustainability of IDBG operations 

promoting the use of best practices, the search for 
synergies, the application of results based approaches 
and the revision of the Environmental and Social 
Safeguards. 

• Maintain sound financial management of the IDBG’s 
resources requesting all necessary measures to keep the 
AAA rating and monitoring the efficient and effective 
allocation of financial and human resources.   

• Improve operationalization and measurement of 
inclusive growth focussing on identified key challenges 
and adopting cross-cutting agendas across the board 
with disaggregated data for disadvantaged groups to 
better steer operations. 

• Support climate resilient development and contribute 
more strongly to LAC’s achievement of SDG 13, 
promoting the assessment of climate change impact 
(“resilience”) in individual projects as well as overall and 
exploring contributions to green growth and lower 
carbon dioxide emission projects. 

• Promote Private Sector Development in IDBG Group’s 
operations and policies requiring coherence and 
synergies between IDB, IIC and MIF, encouraging 

investments with high development impact, supporting 
economic and trade integration and contributing to 
vocational skills development.  

• Promote good governance in IDB operations and 
policies, especially in the fields of private sector 
framework conditions, citizen security and anti-
corruption.  

 

IDBG Challenges 
In general, the results of the IDB are satisfactory, as internal 
independent evaluations have confirmed. The Bank is on 
track to deliver on the expected results for 2016-2019 for 
nearly 80% of the 19 Corporate Results Framework indicators. 
Two indicators are currently showing moderate progress 
(students benefitted by education projects and beneficiaries 
of on-the-job training programs) and two are off track 
(beneficiaries receiving health services and micro, small, and 
medium enterprises financed). 
The Bank’s internal performance assessment shows that 
(62%) of its 13 IDBG Performance indicators are on track, one 
is on watch (Mid- and senior-level staff who are women), and 
four are off track (Operations with high environmental and 
social risks rated satisfactory in the implementation of 
mitigation measures; Partners satisfied with IDBG’s ability to 
convene other partners; Partners that consider IDBG 
solutions to be innovative; Average visits to IDBG 
publications).  
The IDB makes a key contribution to the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals in the region. However its 
positioning should be further refined in its strategy for the 
period 2020-30.With regard to the support it provides to the 
private sector and to cooperate with it, the progress of the IIC 
needs a close follow up and the efforts to reach out to the 
private sector should be enhanced, including to the Swiss 
private sector.  
The newly repositioned MIF will have to prove its continued 
relevance and its capacity to promote innovation and to 
influence the approaches and operations of both IDB and IIC.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact  
SECO Multilateral Cooperation: 
info.wemf.cooperation@seco.admin.ch  
SDC Latin America Division: 
sekretariat.abteilung.lateinamerika@eda.admin.ch  


