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Multilateral Organisations 

European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development 
A multilateral development bank, European in character and global in membership 

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) was founded in April 1991 to support 
the economic transformation of countries in Central and Eastern Europe. Its mandate has a political 
element as EBRD’s support is conditional on the application of the principles of multi-party democracy 
by its countries of operations. The EBRD expanded the geographical scope of its operations from 2006, 
most notably in 2012 when some countries of the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean (SEMED) 
region became new countries of operations. 

Alongside other actors, the EBRD significantly contributes to the transition of countries into market-
oriented economies. Its statutory focus is on private sector development. The EBRD invests where 
commercial finance is not available and based on the principles of sound banking and transition impact. 

Safeguarding the environment and a commitment to sustainable energy have been central to the 
EBRD’s activity from its early days. For example, it has been the trustee for donor community’s funds 
for the recently completed construction of the Chernobyl Shelter. 

EBRD’s strategic objective:  
Fostering transition towards sustainable market economies is at the core of every EBRD operation. 
Since 2017, the EBRD has used an expanded set of six dimensions to assess transition impact ex ante: 

 

 

Regional development focus 

Central and Eastern 
Europe, Central Asia, 
Southern & Eastern 
Mediterranean 
Headquarter 

London, United 
Kingdom 
Established in 

1991 
Member countries 

73, organised in 23 
voting groups 
Number of countries of operations 

38 
Lending volume in 2022 (EUR) 

12.8 billion 
Total portfolio 2022 (EUR) 

54 billion 

 

EBRD investments: Targeted support for key regions and sectors 

 

Inclusion 

Competitiveness 

Good governance 

Resilience 

Ecology 

Integration 

14 12 5 18 17 21 13
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EBRD: An important multilateral and co-financing partner for Switzerland 

Switzerland is a founding member of the EBRD. With a cumulative volume of EUR 200 million 
contributed since 1991, the Swiss Confederation is among the largest bilateral donors of the EBRD. 
Grants are primarily provided for technical cooperation, investment co-financing and risk-sharing. As a 
member of a voting group in the governing body of the EBRD, Switzerland actively participates in the 
discussions and decisions of the EBRD to fulfil its supervisory role as a shareholder. Switzerland is 
committed to: 

 promoting the Bank’s results-orientation, effectiveness and targeted financing through selection 
of investments according to EBRD’s core expertise and strategic priorities, including municipal 
infrastructure, small and medium-sized business support, financial sector development, 
renewable energy and energy efficiency, and economic inclusion; 

 supporting the Bank’s commitment to develop, improve and comply with international 
environmental, social and governance standards; 

 ensuring an adequate capitalisation and maintaining the EBRD’s AAA credit rating. 
 

Switzerland’s interests at EBRD’s highest governing level are represented by a Governor appointed by 
the Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Swiss accession 

1991 (founding 
member) 

Swiss voting group 

Switzerland, Ukraine, 
Serbia, Uzbekistan, 
Liechtenstein, 
Montenegro, 
Turkmenistan 

Swiss voting share 

2.3 per cent 

Swiss paid-in capital up to 2022 
(EUR) 

142.7 million 

Switzerland’s share of voting rights in the EBRD (in %, 2022) 

 

Economic inclusion in MENA: EBRD-SECO cooperation 

The Middle East and North Africa region experiences high levels of youth inactivity. One-third of young 
people are neither in employment, education nor training. Youth unemployment is between 20 and 40 
per cent in the region. Since 2018 Switzerland has supported EBRD’s Economic Inclusion programme in 
Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and Jordan with a grant contribution of EUR 2.5 million. The programme targets 
youth, women, people from disadvantaged regions, and people with disabilities. It seeks to equip them 
with the necessary skills to obtain employment. Switzerland and the EBRD have for example enhanced 
dual learning opportunities for young men and women in Egypt through support to the Sewedy Technical 
Academy in Cairo’s industrial zone. 762 graduates have so far been trained and employed through dual 
learning contracts.  

Green Economy Transition (GET): a strategic objective of the EBRD 

Since 2008, the EBRD has defined its approach to build green, low-carbon and resilient economies in its 
GET approach, including a strong commitment to climate finance. This heightened ambition translates in 
its commitment to align operations with the 2015 Paris climate agreement. 50 per cent of EBRD’s annual 
business investments will be green by 2025. Priority areas of investment are: renewable energy and energy 
systems, industrial decarbonisation, environmental infrastructure, cities, and the financial sector. To date, the 
EBRD has signed EUR 36 billion in green investments and financed over 2,000 green projects, which are 
expected to reduce 104 million tonnes of carbon emissions annually (twofold Switzerland’s emissions). 
From 2016 to 2020, the Bank financed 6.9 GW of new renewable power capacity (1.5 GW in 2020). 

13th largest shareholder of the EBRD 

USA
10.19

Japan
8.6

Germany
8.6

France
8.6

Italy
8.6

United Kingdom
8.6

Switzerland 2.3

Other EU
22.25

Other non-EU
7.83
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operations
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