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Ladies and Gentlemen 

- I have not been able to attend the whole 
conference, but from the line-up of speakers 
and panelist, I have to conclude that 
everything has been said by now, but not 
quite everybody has said it: that’s where I 
come in … 

- I am greatly encouraged by this event, and I 
would like to thank seco, IDB, Optimus 
Foundation, and my SDC colleagues for 
organizing it. 

- Why am I encouraged? The event has 
brought actors together that  
o May give different weight to different 

objectives (profit and development)  
o But have largely overlapping interests 

(peace and stability, a favorable 
investment climate, prosperity, good 
health, good education, good governance). 

- These common interests are the foundation of 
partnerships between development agencies 
such as seco or DEZA, philanthropic 
institutions like Optimus Foundation, and 
private investors with an enlightened notion 
of RoI.  

- What do I mean by “an enlightened notion of 
RoI”? 



- Three things:  
o One: as humans we are not profit 

maximizers, but benefit optimizers. 
o Two: social and ecological sustainability 

is not an accidental by-product of 
responsible business activities, but one 
of its main functions; the other one being 
economic sustainability, i.e. profitability.   

o Three: To be part of the solution rather 
than part of the problem is not only the 
right thing to do for global investors – it is 
also the smart thing to do.   
 Why? Investors – as opposed to 

speculators – are interested in solid 
fundamentals (social stability, a 
healthy environment, and 
prosperous and well-educated 
people) 

- What is the contribution of public 
development agencies, such as seco and 
DEZA, to promotion of sustainable 
investments? 

- Much has been said this afternoon; in short: 
o First and foremost: we are in the business 

of relieving suffering, promoting well-
being, and reducing global risks. 

o Second: We are only active, where others 
are not or insufficiently so 
 Particularly true for PPPDs: 

Additionality  
o Third: we trade on our specific strengths:  

 Information 
 Access 



 Credibility 
 Political comfort 
 Mitigation of financial risks (DIB in 

Colombia, HIB with ICRC, SIINC in 
Mexico and Honduras) 

 Still limited, but with growth 
potential 

- I leave you with one question: is impact 
investment more like a houseboat, i.e. 
neither a good house, nor a good boat, or is it 
more like brunch, i.e. better than breakfast 
and better than lunch? 

- For my part, I think the jury is in: a growing 
number of investors are voting with their 
wallets. 

- Thank you for giving this important movement 
further visibility and everybody here such a 
valuable platform to learn from each other.  

 

 


